
1.	 Department of Finance population projections for 2006 and 2008.
2.	 Employment Development Department, Labor Force Data 2006 and 2008.
3.	 California Child Care Resource & Referral Network estimate applied to 2008 child population projections.
4.	US Census, American Community Survey 2006 and 2008.
5.	 Data from local child care R&R programs, January 2008; compiled by California Child Care Resource & Referral Network.
6.	 Total number of licensed center and family child care slots divided by estimated number of children 0 - 13 with parents 
in the labor force. 
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Data that describes child care – statewide and in California counties
As it prepares to celebrate its 30th anniversary, the California Child 

Care Resource & Referral Network proudly presents its seventh 

biennial compilation of child care data for the state and for each of 

California’s 58 counties. For 30 years, child care resource and referral 

(R&R) programs have worked with families, child care providers, and 

policymakers. These ‘on-the-ground’ relationships have enabled 

R&Rs to collect data about child care supply and demand, and to 

understand the concerns of parents and providers. 

Child care request data is gathered from the tens of thousands of 

calls made to R&Rs across the state, as families attempt to locate 

appropriate child care. Parents often request specific types of care 

based on location, language, or work schedules. These calls represent 

an important sample of families and their needs. However, not all 

families who need child care contact their local R&R. Parents get 

information from many sources, including friends and family. 

Information about the supply of child care is based on R&R 

databases of active, licensed providers (as of January 2008). 

Census and other demographic information included in the 2009 

Child Care Portfolio are intended to complement the R&R data and to 

set the stage to better understand the need for child care. 

The California Child Care Resource & Referral Network – with 

the local R&Rs – recruits and trains providers; advocates for quality, 

affordable, and accessible child care; and documents child care supply 

and demand. The data provided here is intended to support the 

continuing efforts of R&Rs, families, providers, and policymakers as 

they consider the critical role child care plays in society.  For copies of 

the 2009 Child Care Portfolio for each county and for the state of 

California, visit www.rrnetwork.org.

California		

For more information about child care in 
California:

California Child Care R & R Network 
(415) 882-0234  www.rrnetwork.org

1,072,943 Total number of licensed child care 
slots in California5 27% Children 0-13 with parents in the labor force 	

for whom a licensed child care slot is available6

People 
STATE country

2006  2008  CHANGE 2006  2008  CHANGE

Total number of residents1 37,380,870 38,246,598 2% 298,442,420 304,228,257 2%

Number of employed residents2 16,948,400 17,059,600 1% 141,501,434 146,266,253 3%

Number of children 0-131 7,628,506 7,595,695 -0.4% 56,849,493 57,376,774 1%

Under 2 1,078,951 1,095,851 2% 8,218,162 8,340,401 1%

2 years 539,981 537,511 -0.5% 4,095,607 4,148,345 1%

3 years 542,494 546,708 1% 4,068,649 4,141,614 2%

4 years 537,387 543,312 1% 4,064,374 4,135,740 2%

5 years 547,458 545,944 -0.3% 4,088,784 4,112,578 1%

6 - 11 years 3,208,681 3,185,567 -1% 23,930,291 24,251,770 1%

12 years 581,923 562,340 -3% 4,146,181 4,095,627 -1%

13 years 591,631 578,462 -2% 4,237,445 4,150,699 -2%

Children 0-13 with parents in the labor force3 3,991,239 30,093,712

Children 0-5 living in poverty4 595,847 626,804 5% 4,966,278 5,118,197 3%



1.	 Data from local child care R&R programs, January 2008; compiled by California Child Care Resource & Referral Network.
2.	 Requests for child care referrals received by local R&R programs, April/May/June 2008.
3.	 Preschool age defined as 2 - 5 years old, consistent with Title 22 regulations; Community Care Licensing, DSS.
4.	 Licensed facilities receiving vouchers and licensed family child care homes with government contracts not included.
5.	 Includes general child care, migrant, latchkey, campus, and severely-handicapped programs. 
6.	 Full-time: 30 or more hours per week; part-time: less than 30 hours per week.
7.	 US Census, American Community Survey, 2008. 
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California Child Care

For more information about child care in 
California:

California Child Care R & R Network 
(415) 882-0234  www.rrnetwork.org

languages

age/type

schedule

Child Care SUPPLY1
Licensed  

Child Care Centers
Licensed Family  

Child Care Homes

English 100% 91%

Spanish 54% 38%

Asian/Pacific Island Languages 10% 4%

Another Language 12% 9%

languages spoken at home7

English 56%

Spanish 35%

Asian/Pacific Island Languages 6%

Another Language 4%

Child Care SUPPLY1 
Licensed  

Child Care Centers
Licensed Family  

Child Care Homes

Total number of slots   
Infant slots (under 2 years old)
Preschool slots (2-5 years old)3

School-age slots (6 years and older)

693,267
39,388
495,948
157,931

65%
6%
72%
23%

379,676 35%

Total number of sites 10,850 38,989

Sites offering preschool only3 6,512 60%

requests for child care2

Infant care 39%

Preschool care3

2 years old

3 years old

4 years old

5 years old

42%

14%

12%

9%

7%

School-age care 19%

Child care center 73%

Family child care home 78%

Child Care Centers with federal/state/local Contracts4

1,373
Head Start

1,358
General child 
care, CDE5

1,604
State Preschool, 

CDE 

336
Local contracts

3,659
Centers with one 
or more contracts

requests for child care2

ages Full-time6 Part-time6

Children 0-5

Under 2 

2 years

3 years

4 years

5 years

88%

88%

89%

88%

88%

83%

21%

20%

20%

20%

21%

27%

Requests for care  
during non-traditional hours2

Evening/weekend care 9%

Child Care SUPPLY1
Licensed  

Child Care Centers
Licensed Family  

Child Care Homes

Full-time and part-time slots6 70% 83%

Only full-time slots 12% 15%

Only part-time slots 18% 2%

Percentage of preschool slots for part-time only care3 29% –

Sites offering evening care 2% 27%

Sites offering weekend care 1% 27%

major reasons families seek child care

75%
Employment

16%
Parent in school or training

8%
Parent seeking employment 


